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Sebastian Oberthür is the Academic Director of the Institute for European Studies (IES) at the
Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB). Trained as a political scientist with a strong background in
international law, he is an internationally leading expert on issues of international and
European environmental and climate governance. Since the early 1990s, Sebastian
Oberthür’s research has, inter alia, addressed the development and implementation of the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change and its Kyoto Protocol and the domestic and
external environmental/climate policies of the European Union. He has participated in and
coordinated various international research projects funded by the European Commission, the
UN Environment Programme, the German Federal Environmental Agency, and others.
Dr. Oberthür has followed the international negotiating processes on the protection of the
ozone layer and on global climate for more than 20 years as a scientific observer and a
government advisor. From 2006 to 2013, Sebastian Oberthür was a member of the
Compliance Committee of the Kyoto Protocol. Since 1996, he has also been an appointed
member and representative of the International Council of Environmental Law (ICEL).
Dr. Oberthür has published widely on these subjects and is invited regularly as an expert to
participate in and speak at relevant conferences and workshops. He serves on the editorial
boards or review panels of various journals (including Climate Policy, Climate Law,
International Environmental Agreements and Global Environmental Politics, etc.), and has
served as a reviewer for the Norwegian and Dutch national science foundations and the EU
Framework Programme for Research. On his numerous publications, relevant titles include
Decarbonisation in the EU: Internal Policies and External Strategies (forthcoming in 2015 with
Palgrave MacMillan; co-edited with Claire Dupont); The New Climate Policies of the
European Union: Internal Legislation and Climate Diplomacy (Brussels: VUB Press 2010; coedited with Marc Pallemaerts); The Kyoto Protocol. International Climate Policy for the 21
Century (Berlin et al.: Springer 1999, with Hermann E. Ott).
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